Read March 19, 
1752. 
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LXVI. The Cafe of the Operation of the Em¬ 
pyema ,JucceJsfally performed by Mr ,]ofeph 
Warner, F. R. S. and Surgeon to GuyV 
Hofpital. 

T H E fymptoms of an empyema, or 
of a collection of matter depofited 
in the Cavity of the thorax , are fufficiently known to 
every one of experience in phyfick and furgery. But 
the great uncertainty of fuccefs attending the evacuation 
of this matter by operation, has occafion’d furgeons of 
the greateft eminence to differ about the propriety of 
the performance of it. 

However, as it is notorious, that upon any quantity 
of extravafated fluid being confined to the thorax , 
the patient not only labours under the moft uneafy 
fenfations, but is in very great danger from the 
injury and oppreflion, to which the lungs are expofed, 
in confequence of the difeafe; and that the fuccefs 
of the operation greatly depends upon the degree of 
injury communicated to the lungs, and the reft of 
the contents of the thorax ; I am inclined to think, 
for thefe reafons, as well as from the little danger 
there is in the performance of the operation, that it is 
always to be recommended upon the appearance of 
fuch fymptoms, as indicate fuch a collection of matter: 
and whether the following cafe may be fome proof 
of its propriety under certain circumftances, I beg 
leave to fubmit to your confideration. 


Thomas 
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Thomas Hines, aged 27, was admitted into the 
hofpital on the 19 of December laft, on account of 
a pain in his right fide, and cough; which he had 
laboured under for three weeks. He was immedi- 
diately put under the phyficians care; but notwith- 
ftanding all proper methods ufed for his relief, his 
diforder increafed till the 13 of January following, 
when I was confulted. 

Upon inquiry, I found him afflidted with the fol¬ 
lowing fymptoms, a quick low pulfe, frequent cough, 
and difficulty of breathing; which laft fymptom was 
greatly increafed upon lying on his left fide, or upon 
fitting upright. He appeared greatly emaciated, his 
countenance very pallid, or fallow. Upon farther 
inquiry, I found the right fide of the thorax fome- 
what enlarged; the integuments were vifibly thick¬ 
ened, but without the leaft difcoloration, or per¬ 
ceivable flu&uation. However, being perfuaded from 
the foregoing fymptoms, that there probably was an 
extravafated fluid underneath, I advifed the operation, 
which was accordingly done upon the fpot, in the 
following manner: 

The patient being conveniently feated, I made an 
incifion of about three inches long, with a knife, be¬ 
twixt the tenth, and eleventh rib, counting from 
above; and at about four inches diftance from the 
vertebra. The direction of the incifion was agree¬ 
able to the courfe of the ribs; and upon being made, 
nearer to the fuperior edge of the eleventh rib, than 
to the inferior edge of the tenth rib, the intercoftai 
artery by that means efcaped being wounded. Upon 
dividing the intercoftai mufcles, very near twenty 
ounces of matter were difcharged, after which I 

introduced 
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introduced my finger thro’ the wound into the cavity 
of the thorax , but found no adhefion of the lungs. 
From whence I am inclined to conjecture, that this 
abfcefs was originally formed in the cellular mem¬ 
brane of the pleura which had at length made its 
way into the cavity. 

What feems to corroborate this conjecture, is, that 
the violent fymptoms, which happen’d upon lying 
on the found lide, or upon fitting upright, did not 
occur till within a week before his application to me. 

From the moment the matter was difcharged, he 
found immediate eafe, his refpiration became quiet} 
his fever and cough gradually abated, till in about 
fix weeks he became perfectly well in all refpeCts, 
and was accordingly difmifs'd the hofpital. 

The difcharge from the wound continued in con- 
fiderable quantities for the firft fortnight ■, during 
which time the wound was kept properly open with 
tents: but when the difcharge was no more than 
what might be expeCted from any fuperficial wound 
of the fame fize, all tents were difufed, and fuper* 
ficial applications only made ufe of. 


LX VII. An Account of the Eruption of Mount 
Vefuvius in OCt. 1751, in a Eetter to Sir 
Matthew Fetherfton-Haugh, Bart. F.R.S, 
written at Naples Jan. 15, 1752, N. S. 

Read Mar. i <j,t~ g'^HAT, which has taken up our at- 
1 75 *- tention, and aftonifh’d u's moft, "is 

the eruption of Mount Vefuvius. As it was a fur- 
prifing prodigy of nature, I fhall, for your amufement, 

Fl'f * fill 



